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Alberta  Testing  Ground 
For  Small  Town  Planning 

The  first  complete  trial  in  North  America  of  small  town 
planning  is  taking  place  in  Alberta. 

A  total  of  25  towns,  ranging  from  1,000  to  5,000  population, 
are  receiving  complete  planning  assistance  from  either  the  five 
district  planning  commissions  or  the  Town  and  Rural  Planning 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs,  while  a  large 
number  of  other  small  municipalities  are  being  provided  with 
varying  degrees  of  planning  assistance. 

Town  planning  has  been  received  with  interest  by  smaller 
Alberta  towns  since  the  cost  of  professional  planning  services  is 
slight.  The  Alberta  Government  began  providing  technical  plan- 
ning help  to  small  towns  in  1950,  and  this  assistance,  together 
with  services  provided  by  district  planning  commissions,  has 
enabled  small  towns  to  plan  effectively  for  future  growth. 

The  Town  and  Rural  Planning  Branch  uses  a  direct  approach 
in  its  town  planning  services.  It  works  with  the  town  council 
and  other  municipal  bodies  involved  in  the  planning.  Planning 
studies  for  small  towns  are  made  and  completed  as  soon  as 
possible  with  any  parts  of  the  suggested  town  plan  that  should 
at  once  be  put  into  effect,  presented  directly  to  the  council  for 
implementation.  Planning  studies  are  made  for  only  one  or  two 
towns  at  a  time  and  these  reports  are  completed  before  any 
studies  are  started  on  the  next  town,  although  some  towns  must 
wait  two  or  three  years  to  receive  planning  aid.  • 
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School  zones  along  Alberta  highways  will  be  deiined  more  clearly  when 
school  le-opens  next  fall.  The  Depaztmeni  oi  Highways  is  marking  the 
boundaries  ol  the  zones  with  fluorescent  signs  painted  on  the  road  surface 
so  that  motorists  con  slow  to  the  25  mile~an-hour  speed  required  for  passing 
schools.  This  school  zone  east  of  Edmonton  was  one  of  the  first  to  receive 
the  new  markings  and  attracted  interest  from  boys  at  the  nearby  school. 
Other  school  zones  on  provincial  highways  will  have  the  new  markings  applied 

in  Augast. 


COMING  EVENTS 


During  1955  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.    Within  Our  Borders  will  list  aU 
COMING  EVENTS  from  January  through  November.    Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
Date  Event  Place 

June    I— Sports  Day  _  _  „    _  GALAHAD 

1 — Hanna  Round  Up       HANNA 

I— Calf  Club  Sale   „     EDMONTON 

1— Hereford  Sale        LACOMBE 

1 — United  Commercial  Travellers    EDMONTON 

I— Calf  Club  Sale  -  „  _  _       STAY  ELY 

^Calf  Club  Sale  _  _        TOFIELD 

3—  Sports  Day.  ™  „    „    ..HUSSAR 

4 —  Alberta  Pharmaceutical  Association     CALGARY 

5—  Stettler  Rodeo  Club   STETTLER 

6 —  National  Oil  Scouts  and  Landsmen    „  _     BANFF 


June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June  10 
June  10 


6 — Angus  and  Shorthorn  Sale  

6 — Calf  Club  Sale  „  _    

6 —  Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta   

7 —  Calf  Club  Sale  _  _  

7 —  Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

8 —  Calf  Club  Sale  _  _  _  _.  

8 — Hand  Hills  Stampede   

8 — Grand  Lodge  of  Alberta   

8 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

Calf  Club  Sale.. 


8 —  Calf  Club  Sale  „  _  _  _  

9 —  Calf  Club  Sale  _   

9 — Calf  Club  Sale     

9 — Jubilee  Celebration  _.  _  _    

Sports  Day    _   

Hardisty  Stampede  —   

June  10 — Petroleum  Equipment  Suppliers  

June  10 — Jubilee  Celebration  ,  

June  10 — Jubilee  Celebration     

June  10 — Jubilee  Celebration    

June  10 — Calf  Club  Sale     

June  10 — Calf  Club  Sale  _    

June  11 — Calf  Club  Sale  —   

June  11 — Calf  Club  Sale  -   

June  11 — Calf  Club  Sale.. 


 LACOMBE 

 LLOYDMINSTER 

-   LETHBRIDGE 

 ™_  -  CZAR 

 MED  J  CINE  HAT 

 EDMONTON 

 HAND  HILLS 

  CALGARY 

   „  HANNA 

 CARSTAIRS 

  SEXSMITH 

  _   BERWYN 

   CAMROSE 

 STROME 

 ARROWWOOD 

  .....HARDISTY 

   BANFF 

 MAYERTHORPE 

   RUMSEY 


..BLACK  DIAMOND 

 PEACE  RIVER 

 JPINCHER  CREEK 

 FONOKA 

 BROOKS 


June  12 — Canadian  Transit  Association  „  __  

June  13 — Edmonton  Rodeo  

June  13 — Canadian  Legion    

June  14 — Calf  Club  Sale      

June  14 — Alberta  Postmasters     

June  15 — National  Editorial  Association  

June  15 — Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  

June  15— Jubilee  Celebration.. 


..HIGH  RIVER 
JASPER 


.EDMONTON 

 CALGARY 

  JRMA 

.EDMONTON 

  BANFF 

JASPER 


June  15 — Official  Bridge  Opening  

June  15 — Jubilee  Celebration    — 

June  15 — Calf  Club  Sale  

June  16 — Calf  Club  Sale  

June  16 — Calf  Club  Sale 

June  16 — Audit  Bureau  of  Circulation  

June  17 — Canadian  Pies^ 

June  17 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

June  18 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

June  19 — Canadian  Warehousemen 
June  21 — National  Editorial  Association.. 

June  21 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

June  21 — Indian  Association  of  Alberta... 

June  21 — Jubilee  Celebration  

June  22 — Lousana  Stampede.. 


.SYLVAN  LAKE 
 W  ATI  NO 


.MEDICINE  HAT 
 STETTLER 


 -   BENALTO 

„  EDMONTON 

   JASPER 

.   EDMONTON 

  OLDS 

 CLARSEHOLM 

 .....BANFF 

 JASPER 

..GRANDE  PRAIRIE 

.   DRIFTPILE 

 ROUND  HILL 

 LOUSANA 


June  23 — Chartered  Acountants  CALGARY 

June  23 — Mortgage  Loans  Association  BANFF 

June  24 — International  Youth  Conference  _  _  CALGARY 

June  24^ JFaimvright  Stampede  WAINWRIGHT 

June  24^Foremost  Stampede  FOREMOST 

June  25— Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  PEACE  RIVER 

June  25— Calf  Club  Sale  WAINWRIGHT 

June  25— Black  Diamond  Stampede  BLACK  DIAMOND 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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Handicapped  Persons  Remembered  In  Plans 

ALBERTA'S  PROVINCIAL  AUDITORIUMS 

2700  Can  View  Stage  From  Stalls,  Grand  Circle  and  Balcony; 
Lower  Level  Has  Facilities  For  Small  Social  Functions 


The  provincial  auditoriums  at  Calgary  and  Edmonton  will 
provide  the  people  of  Alberta  with  modern,  spacious  facilities 
for  cultural  and  social  purposes. 

The  Provincial  Auditorium  at  Calgary  is  located  on  a  26-acre 
site  on  the  grounds  of  the  Provincial  Institute  of  Technology  and 
Art  and  is  situated  to  provide  a  mountain  view  of  the  west.  The 
Edmonton  auditorium  is  located  on  a  13-acre  site  on  the  University 
of  Alberta  campus. 

Plans  have  been  made  to  landscape  the  auditorium  grounds 
in  an  attractive  manner  and  to  provide  sidewalks  and  paved 
parking  lots.  As  many  as  850  cars  will  be  able  to  park  near 
the  Edmonton  auditorium  while  Calgary  parking  facilities  will 
handle  more  than  1,000  vehicles.  Each  auditorium  will  seat  2,700. 

Impressive  Front  View 

Viewed  from  the  front,  the  auditoriums  will  present  a  strik- 
ing appearance.  Above  the  marquee  over  the  front  entrance  will 
tower  the  curved  glass  front  of  the  auditoriums.  Entering  the 
buildings,  you  will  pass  the  box  office  with  three  wickets,  each 
capable  of  distributing  1,000  tickets  in  20  minutes.  Across  from 
the  ticket  office  is  the  cloak  room. 

The  main  lobby  is  almost  160  feet  wide  and  provides  a  large 
open  area  through  which  people  can  move  to  the  front  seats  and 
upper  lobbies.  From  it  a  clear  view  is  available  of  the  ticket  office, 
coatroom,  the  lounge  area,  the  refreshment  areas,  and  stairs 
leading  to  the  grand  circle  and  balcony  on  the  second  floor. 

The  auditorium  proper  is  a  fan  shaped  hall  152  feet  deep 
and  varying  in  width  from  80  to  160  feet.  Average  height  from 
orchestra  floor  to  acoustic  ceiling  is  50  feet.  The  front  stalls  will 
seat  1,300  people  in  comfortable  upholstered  auditorium  chairs. 
Special  provisions  allow  handicapped  people  to  move  in  wheel- 
chairs directly  from  the  outside  to  special  places  in  the  orchestra, 
using  ramps  instead  of  stairs  to  move  between  levels. 

The  grand  circle  and  the  balcony  are  accessible  from  the 
upper  lobby  and  the  balcony  promenade,  and  will  seat  about 
760  and  640  people  respectively.  The  chairs  are  arranged  on 
risers,  giving  excellent  sight  lines  and  hearing  conditions. 

Orchestra  Pit 

The  orchestra  pit  is  partly  located  under  the  stage  apron. 
On  downward  stepped  risers  approximately  50  musicians  can 
be  seated,  with  the  conductor  leading  from  a  rostrum  at  an 
intermediate  level.  To  the  front  of  the  conductor's  podium,  but 
lower  and  not  visible  to  the  audience,  is  the  position  of  the  chief 
lighting  engineer,  who  operates  all  lighting  controls  and  the 
complex  stage  and  house  lighting.  By  means  of  an  electronic 
control  system,  he  can  control  the  dimming  of  all  stage  and  house 
lights  as  well  as  produce  many  kinds  of  desired  lighting  effects. 

From  the  foyer,  visitors  can  descend  to  the  spacious  lower 
lobby,  which  serves  as  a  link  to  four  large  social  rooms  and 
an  exhibition  area.  The  main  social  room,  seating  500  people, 
has  a  platform  stage  where  small  theatrical  performances,  lec- 
tures, fashion  shows,  solo  performances,  and  chamber  music  may 
be  held.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the  main  solo  room  are  assembly 
rooms  for  scientific  and  medical  lectures,  and  the  banquet  room 
for  social  functions  such  as  weddings  and  receptions.  The  service 
kitchen  can  serve  refreshments  to  2,000  people. 

The  three  social  rooms  may  be  combined  as  one  large  room 
for  community  affairs  or  dancing  and  can  also  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  auditorium  proper.  The  fourth  social  room  is  a 
::lub  room  for  young  people's  gatherings,  club  activities  and 
children's  meetings.  A  large  exhibition  area  is  provided  for  the 
display  of  paintings,  handicrafts,  ceramics,  school  art  and  4H 
Club  displays. 

rooms  may  be  combined  as  one  large  room  for  community  affairs 
or  dancing  and  can  also  be  used  in  connection  with  the  audi- 
torium proper.  The  fourth  social  room  is  a  club  room  for  young 
people's  gatherings,  club  activities  and  children's  meetings.  A 
large  exhibition  area  is  provided  for  the  display  of  paintings, 
handicrafts,  ceramics,  school  art  and  4H  Club  displays. 

Stage  One  of  Largest 

A  distinctive  feature  of  the  auditorium  is  the  stage,  one  of 
the  largest  on  this  continent,  which  contains  facilities  for  staging 
everything  from  the  smallest  act  to  the  largest  grand  opera  pro- 


duction in  addition  to  ballet,  symphony  concerts,  drama,  and 
motion  pictures.  The  stage  is  120  feet  wide  and  48  feet  deep  but 
the  depth  can  be  increased  to  65  feet  by  using  the  covered 
orchestra  pit  as  forestage.  The  proscenium  opening,  76  feet  wide 
by  36  feet  high,  may  be  reduced  to  any  desired  size  by  means 
of  draw  curtains,  drops,  and  similar  stage  devices.  All  possible 
facilities,  including  a  44-line  stage  rigging,  flying  light  bridge, 
a  flexible  and  powerful  lighting  system,  and  a  trap  area  with 
removable  panels,  have  been  provided. 

There  are  dressing  and  wardrobe  rooms  for  actors  and 
musicians  on  two  levels  at  the  left  side  of  the  stage.  On  the 
right  side  are  located  the  workshops,  production  and  designers' 
studios,  scenery  docks  and  storage  rooms  for  props.  A  loading 
dock  with  electric  freight  elevator  will  facilitate  the  handling 
of  stage  equipment.  The  stage  hands,  janitorial  staff  and  costume 
makers  will  have  their  rooms  below  the  stage  level.  There  is  an 
office  for  the  stage  manager  and  studio  for  the  conductor. 

Extra  Facilities  lor  Performers 

A  large  rehearsal  stage  with  broadcasting  control  room  and 
seating  provisions  for  over  100  people  has  been  provided  as  well 
as  four  practice  rooms  for  soloist  musicians,  and  lounge  rooms 
with  bar-kitchenettes  for  performers  and  musicians. 

The  lighting  and  illumination  of  the  main  public  rooms  and 
the  whole  building  will  be  as  important  as  the  treatment  of  all 
exterior  and  interior  surfaces.  Floodlights  will  illuminate  the  front 
of  the  building  while  brilliant  lighting  under  the  marquee  will 
emphasize  the  entrance.  Inconspicuous  lighting  will  be  supple- 
mented by  chandeliers  to  insure  the  most  effective  and  attractive 
lighting  in  various  parts  of  the  building. 

The  structural  design  of  the  auditorium  was  governed  by 
the  requirements  of  speed  in  fabrication  and  erection.  Reinforced 
concrete  is  used  for  all  footings  and  foundation  walls.  The  super- 
structure is  mainly  composed  of  three  parts — the  main  entrance 
area  and  the  front  lobbies  and  promenades,  the  auditorium  proper 
with  grand  circle  and  balcony,  and  the  stage  tower,  and  the 
back  stage  wings. 

The  auditorium  is  fully  air  conditioned.  The  air  conditioning, 
fresh  air  supply  and  return  air  handling  equipment  and  the 
refrigeration  equipment  are  located  in  the  mechanical  rooms  below 
the  main  auditorium  seating  area. 

Other  features  include  a  snow  melting  radiant  heating  sys- 
tem for  the  main  entrance  sidewalk  area,  a  central  vacuum 
cleaning  system  for  removing  dust  and  dirt  from  all  parts  of  the 
building,  and  a  central  station  cooled  drinking  water  system, 
with  drinking  fountains  located  at  various  positions. 

Protection  System 

The  fire  protection  system  consists  of  a  fully  automatic 
sprinkler  system  in  the  stage  end  of  the  building,  fire  hose 
cabinets,  and,  in  special  areas,  carbon  dioxide  extinguishers. 
Special  provision  has  been  made  on  the  stage  tower  to  permit, 
in  the  event  of  fire,  dropping  of  a  fire  curtain,  and  opening  of 
stage  tower  outlet  louvers. 

Various  modes  of  lighting  have  been  used.  In  the  main 
auditorium  the  sources  of  light  have  been  kept  inconspicuous 
and  present  a  non-glaring  evenly  distributed  type  of  light.  The 
lobbies  on  the  other  hand  will  feature  a  modern  decorative  style 
of  lighting  intended  to  harmonize  with  the  surroundings,  while 
still  other  areas  will  have  recessed  lights. 

To  insure  a  high  level  of  illumination  on  the  stage  for  all 
types  of  performances,  a  very  comprehensive  stage  lighting 
scheme  employing  the  most  modern  equipment  has  been  used. 
This  is  perhaps  the  first  installation  of  its  kind  in  Canada  and 
one  of  the  few  in  North  America. 

A  complete  sound  system  is  planned,  which  will  permit 
hearing  the  performance  in  many  other  rooms  beside  the  main 
auditorium.  Provision,  too,  has  been  made,  for  the  hard  of  hear- 
ing. It  will  be  possible  for  such  a  person  to  sit  anywhere  in  the 
auditorium  and  enjoy  the  performance  using  a  special  type  of 
hearing  aid. 

In  the  event  of  a  power  failure,  an  emergency  lighting 
system  will  automatically  come  on  and  maintain  a  minimum  level 
of  light  in  all  parts  of  the  building.  • 


WITHIN      OUR  BORDERS 


3 


PEPS 


C  T 


f  ii  11  ^f** 


MAIN  ENTRANCE  LEVEL  SOCIAL  ROOM  LEVEL 

I  FOYER,  2T(CKET  OFFICE,  3  CLOAKS,  4  MAIN  LOBBY,  S  COMCESSIONS,      I  LOWER  LOBBY,    2  CLUB  ROOM,   SEXH'BITIONS,  ^  SOCIAL  ROOM, 

6  UPPtR  PART  OF  SOCIAL  FUJOM,  7FRONT  STALLS,  80RCHKTRA  PIT,        5  PLATFORM  ,  b  6AMQUET  ROOM,  7  SERVICE  KITCHEN,  8  ASSEMBLY 

9£TAaE,  10  GREEN  ROOM,  II  DneSSlUG  SUITE,  12  WORKSHOPS  ROOM,  9  CHAIR  STORAGE  ,  10  MECHANICAL  ROOM ,  II  AIR  CONDI- 

TIONING, 12  GENERAL  STORAGE,  IJ  ORCHESTRA  PIT,  14  MUSICIANS, 
15  DRESSING  SUITE,  16  CONDUCTOR'S  ROOM,  17  MUSIC  LIBRARY, 
18  COSTUME  SHOP,  19  INSTRUMENT  STORASE,  ZO  TRAP  ROOM, 
21  SCENERY  DOCKS,  11  PRODUCTION  STUDIO,  1i  ELECTRICAL 
2A  EMEE&ENCY  PLAWT  . 

Artist's  sketches  of  the  Provincial  Auditoriums  are  reproduced  above.    At  top  is  a  perspective  ol  the  auditorium  v/hile  below  are  plans  of  the  three  levels. 


UPPER  LOBBY  LEVEL 

I  UPPER  LOBBY,  2  PROJECTION  SUITE,  i  SOUND  CONTROL, 
4  RADIO*  TV  BOOTHS,  5  GRAND  CIRCLE,  6  REHEARSAL  STAGE, 
7  BROAOCASTINS,  8  PRACTICE  ROOMS,  9  UPPER.  STORAGE 
10  UPPER  PART  OF  WORKSHOP. 


Coleman  Pupils  Reply 
To  Ontario  Message 

The  Grade  4  pupils  of  Cameron  school  at  Coleman  have 
replied  to  the  letter  of  congratulation  sent  the  school  children 
of  Alberta  on  the  occasion  of  Alberta's  Golden  Jubilee  by  the 
children  of  Richvale  school  at  Richvale,  Ont. 

The  Coleman  children,  after  reading  the  letter  from  Richvale 
in  the  March  15  issue  of  Within  Our  Borders,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Richvale  school  expressing  their  thanks  to  Ontario  children 
for  their  congratulations. 

In  their  letter  they  mentioned  the  mineral  wealth  of  Alberta 
and  the  contribution  pioneers  from  eastern  Canada  had  made 
in  the  development  of  the  west.  So  far  as  it  is  known,  the  Coleman 
letter  is  the  only  reply  the  Ontario  schoolchildren  have  received 
to  their  message  of  congratulations.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  oi  the  Provmce  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
ore  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
All  photos  are  Alberta  Government  Photos  unless  otherwise  designated. 


Alberta's  Past  Recalled 
In  Historical  Quarterly 

Stories  from  Alberta's  past  are  told  in  the  Alberta  Historical 
Review,  a  40-page  publication  of  the  Alberta  Historical  Society. 

Published  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta  Department 
of  Economic  Affairs,  the  magazine  is  produced  four  times  a  year 
to  encourage  greater  interest  in  the  history  of  western  Canada. 

The  quarterly  is  distributed  to  all  members  of  the  Alberta 
Historical  Society.  An  annual  membership  fee  of  $2  entitles  the 
member  to  receive  the  society's  publication  throughout  the  year. 
Fees  should  be  sent  to  E.  S.  George,  the  society's  treasurer,  at 
9817  107th  St.,  Edmonton. 

Manuscripts  on  Alberta  historical  events  are  invited.  They 
may  be  sent  to  the  editor,  W.  E.  Edmonds,  11146  91st  Ave., 
Edmonton,  or  the  Publicity  Bureau,  Department  of  Economic 
Affairs,  Edmonton.  • 

COMING  EVENTS 

(Continued  from.  Page  1) 

June  2^— Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  BLACK  DIAMOND 

June  25— International  Day  WATERTON 

June  26— Goodjish  Lake  Centennial  GOODFISH  LAKE 

June  26 — Quota  International  BANFF 

June  27 — Lethbridge  Exhibition  and  Rodeo  LETHBRIDGE 

June  27 — Western  Association  of  Broadcasters  JASPER 

June  28— Sports  Day  HUSSAR 

June  28— Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  SANGUDO 

June  29— Sports  Day  MUNDARE 

June  29— Farmers  Union  of  Alberta  WETASKIWIN 

June  30— Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  FORESTBURG 
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Make  Alberta's  Northland  Your  Vacation  Objective 

Anyone  Who  "Tastes  The  Water  Of  The  Peace"  Will  Return 
In  Future  To  The  Land  Where  Friendly  Hospitality  Rules 


There's  a  whole  new  and  tremendous 
sweep  of  country  awaiting  the  tourist  in 
northern  Alberta. 

If  you  lean  toward  those  wide  open 
country  types  of  vacations  with  horizons 
unlimited  and  valleys  that  are  startling 
by  their  depth  and  width,  then  its  a  two 
or  three  week  tour  of  the  Peace  River  area 
for  you  this  summer. 

You  can  watch  a  whole  new  country 
opening  up,  a  new  agricultural  and  oil 
frontier  just  coming  into  its  own,  and  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  explorers  who  first  saw 
the  future  brilliance  of  a  country  that  many 
feel  holds  more  opportunity  than  any  other 
single  area  of  Canada. 

If  you  are  a  farmer,  interested  in  the 
land,  tour  the  rich  areas  around  Clairmont 
and  Spirit  River,  which  have  produced 
world  kings  in  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and 
just  about  every  type  of  grain  known.  You 
can  also  see  the  new  homesteading  area 
at  Blueberry  Mountain,  where  modern 
pioneers  are  carving  their  farms  from  the 
wilderness. 

If  you  are  interested  in  history,  the 
Peace  River  district  has  plenty  of  it.  On 
the  hill  overlooking  Peace  River  town  is 
the  grave  of  Twelve-Foot  Davis — a  pioneer 
trader  whose  name  has  become  synony- 
mous with  the  Peace.  His  nickname  was 
given  in  1862  during  the  Cariboo  gold  rush, 
when  he  staked  a  claim  only  12  feet  wide 
and  took  out  $15,000  in  gold.  He  later 
drifted  into  the  Peace  River  area,  where 
he  became  a  free  trader  and  a  friend  to 
all. 

You  can  see  the  old  Roman  Catholic 
mission  at  Dunvegan,  built  in  1884  by 
Father  Grouard.  The  walls  of  this  old  log 
church  are  painted  with  the  ornate  designs 
created  by  the  pioneer  missionary. 

Then  there  are  several  cairns  through- 
out the  district  which  pay  tribute  to 
pioneers  and  historic  sites.  There  is  one 
in  Peace  River  honoring  Rev.  ].  Gough 
Brick,  the  first  Anglican  missionary  in  the 
area.  He  started  the  Indians  and  Metis 
in  farming  ventures  when  the  district  was 
-unknown  to  the  outside  world.  He  focused 
attention  on  the  district's  possibilities  when 
lie  sent  a  sample  of  wheat  via  dog-team 
and  train  to  the  World's  Columbian  Expo- 
sition in  Chicago. 

If  you  are  interested  in  scenery,  there 
are  many  types  and  varieties  to  be  found 


in  the  Peace  River  district.  The  beautiful 
Sturgeon  Lake,  10  miles  west  of  Valley- 
view,  is  like  a  jewel  in  the  wilderness.  The 
drive  north  from  Grande  Prairie  to  Dun- 
vegan  on  Highway  No.  2  is  through  hills 
and  plains  of  spectacular  beauty,  particu- 
larly in  the  early  autumn.  The  deep  valley 
of  the  Peace  at  Dunvegan  and  at  Peace 
River  town  offers  the  grandeur  of  the  broad 
twisting  river  flanked  by  tree-clad  slopes. 

And  if  you  want  to  see  pioneers  at 
work  where  a  new  civilization  is  growing 
beside  the  old,  take  a  drive  along  the  Mac- 
kenzie Highway. 


This  384-mile  gravelled  highway  has 
many  sights  which  will  appeal  to  any 
visitor.  There  is  the  rich  farming  country 
near  Grimshaw,  which  gradually  is  re- 
placed by  thick  forests.  At  the  Notekiwin 
River  is  the  modern  town  of  Manning  which 
is  only  eight  years  old,  but  is  now  a  per- 
manent part  of  the  north.  This  is  the  last 
important  settlement  for  about  350  miles. 

After  crossing  the  Meikle  River,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Manning,  civilization  is  re- 
placed by  wilderness.  The  road  follows  a 
winding  course  over  muskeg,  burned-over 
country  and  heavy  timber.  Hawks,  eagles 
and  Arctic  ravens  are  seen  in  the  tall  trees, 
while  rabbits,  foxes,  ptarmigan  and  bush 
partridge  often  appear  at  the  side  of  the 
road. 

There  are  small  settlements,  consisting 
mostly  of  log  buildings  nestled  beside  the 
road.  There  are  trading  posts  where  such 
Indian-made  articles  as  moccasins  and 
gloves  are  offered  for  sale.  In  places,  primi- 
tive deserted  cabins  are  mute  evidence  of 
a  trapper's  or  homesteader's  life  in  the 
area  before  the  road  was  built. 

At  Mile  350  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
sights  on  the  Mackenzie  Highway.  Here 
is  the  Alexandra  Falls,  which  drops  109 
feet  from  the  quiet  Hay  River  into  a  roaring 
foaming  gorge.  It  still  remains  in  its  un- 
spoiled beauty,  with  only  a  deserted  cabin 
and  a  roadside  sign  marking  the  presence 
of  man.  The  tall  pines  crowd  to  the  edge 
of  the  chasm  and  only  a  few  well-worn 
trails  lead  to  choice  view  points. 

About  three  miles  downstream  and  a 
mile's  trek  from  the  highway  is  the  Louise 


Falls,  a  smaller  sister  of  the  Alexandra. 
This  other  falls  is  about  46  feet  high. 

The  north  end  of  the  Mackenzie  High- 
way is  at  Hay  River,  a  colorful  Northwest 
Territories  town  on  the  shores  of  Great 
Slave  Lake.  From  here,  boats  travel  to 
Yellowknife,  the  Arctic,  and  the  many 
trading  posts  in  the  north. 

But  keep  one  fact  in  mind  if  you  are 
going  to  travel  the  Mackenzie  Highway. 
It  passes  through  miles  and  miles  of  wilder- 
ness where  settlements  are  few  and  far 
between.  So  be  sure  to  get  a  full  tank  of 
gas  at  the  main  points  along  the  line. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  gas  stations 
until  after  Manning  (Mile  56).  Then,  except 
for  a  few  stores  just  north  of  the  town, 
there  is  no  gas  available  until  Keg  River 
Crossing  (Mile  125).  The  next  major  point 
is  High  Level  (Mile  183),  followed  by  Upper 
Hay  River  Post  (Mile  227),  Indian  Cabins 
(Mile  292),  and  Hay  River  (Mile  384).  All 
of  these  points  can  provide  gas  and  oil. 

The  same  situation  exists  for  overnight 
accommodation.  There  are  only  two  hotels 


on  the  highway,  one  at  Manning  (Mile  56) 
and  the  other  at  Hay  River  (Mile  384). 
However,  emergency  sleeping  accommoda- 
tion is  available  at  Keg  River  Crossing 
(Mile  125)  and  at  Indian  Cabins  (Mile 
292).  • 


This  is  the  tenth  of  a  series  of  12  articles  on 
the  various  types  of  holidays  you  can  enjoy  in 
Alberta.  Watch  for  future  articles.  Additional  copies 
of  these  articles  will  be  provided  on  request  to 
Within  Our  Borders.  For  additional  information  write 
the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau,  Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton. 
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